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As Dole Exits, Gingrich Reclaims HiU’s 

House Speaker’s Campaign Role Must Balance Strategy Strengths 



By John E. Yang 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

When Senate Majority Leader Rob- 
ert J. Dole (R-Kan.) announced he 
would forsake the Senate to pursue 
the presidency, House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich (R-Ga.) stood behind him, his 
white-haired visage looming over 
Dole’s left shoulder. 

As Dole exits, Gingrich is stepping 
forward, clearly the dominant player 
in Congress. Gingrich, whose unpopu- 
larity, even his supporters acknowl- 
edged, was thwarting his party’s 
agenda, had retreated from the spot- 
light early this year to plot the cam- 
paign ahead. Nov/ he moves back to 
center stage with dual roles, attacking 
President Clinton, challenging the 
president’s credibility on an almost 
daily basis, and defending Dole, cele- 
brating his stolid public image by lik- 
ening him to Abraham Lincoln and 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

‘You’re not going to see Newt the 
visionary this year,” a top House Re- 
publican said, “you’re going to get 
Newt the strategist.” 

Gingrich, for example, seized on 
the president’s praise for Wiscon- 
sin’s revolutionary v/elfare plan in 
Clinton’s Saturday radio address and 
blasted Clinton for saying he sup- 
ports GOP goals while rejecting leg- 
islation to implement them. “Clinton 
comes trotting along every day like a 



“It ’s glorious for the 
Democrats. They’d 
much prefer to run 
against Newt 
Gingrich than Boh 
Dole.” 

— Stephen Hess, fellow, 
Brookings Institution 

counterfeit conservative, gets as 
close as he can, as long as it’s only 
words, and as soon as he gets a bill, 
he vetoes it,” he said at a Houston 
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fine with the Democrats, who are 
eager to focus on Gingrich and tie 
Dole to him and the policies of the 
GOP House. 

“The American people reject the 
kind of Dole-Gingrich approach to 
government that has been so much a 
part of this government for the last 
18 months,” Senate Minority Leader 
Thomas A. Daschle (D-S.D.) said 
Sunday on NBC’s “Meet the Press.” 

“It’s glorious for the Democrats,” 
said Stephen Hess, a Brookings ][n- 
stitution fellow who worked in the 
Eisenhower White House. “They’d 
much prefer to nm against Newt 
Gingrich than Bob Dole. At the 
White House, ‘Dole-Gingrich’ is one 
word.” 

But Hess said being a party 
spokesman is a mission Gingrich, as 
House speaker, cannot avoid. “I 
don’t know how he can duck it,” he 
said. “He created the majority that is 
standing for reelection.” 

Indeed, Gingrich has described his 
life in terms of missions that he 
could not evade. When he was 15, he 
wrote in “To Renew America,” he 
decided to “dedicate my life to un- 
derstanding what it takes for a free 
people to survive and to helping my 
country and the cause of freedom.” 
The next summer, he wrote, he con- 
cluded “there was no moral choice 
except to immerse myself in the pro- 
cess of learning how to lead and how 
to be effective.” 

Gingrich said his current mission 
requires him to be Dole’s “junior 
partner,” even after he leaves the 



Senate. “The fact is, the leader of 
the Republican Party today is Bob 
Dole,” Gingrich said. “And he’s the 
next president — and I want to work 
up brownie points.” 

Gingrich works closely with Dole 
and his campaign, meeting weekly 
with top campaign officials and 
speakmg with Dole almost daily, ac- 
cording to Gingrich’s spokesman, 
Tony Blankley. “If Newt has any 
new initiatives, he almost invariably 
discusses it with Dole,” he said. 

Lately, Gingrich has been using 
his public appearances to try to set 
the political agenda, framing the 
presidential race as a choice be- 
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